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PRESIDENT’'’S MESSAGE

Aloha HPGS Members,

As we move into fall, we want to begin by expressing our gratitude to
everyone who helped make our 10th Annual Tony Lenzer Scholarship
Fundraising Event such a wonderful success. It was a special evening
made possible by the generosity, support, and dedication of our
members, community partners, and friends of HPGS. A special thank
you to 15 Craigside for hosting us in such a wonderful setting and
for the delicious food enjoyed throughout the evening. We truly
appreciate their hospitality and support in making the event so

KRISTINA WONG
PRESIDENT

memorable.

We were especially honored to celebrate Suzanne Chun Oakland
as this year’s guest of honor and recognize her many years of
service and commitment to our community. Suzanne made
the evening even more meaningful through her own incredible
generosity, providing special favors and leis for many of those
in attendance. During her acceptance, she took the opportunity
to recognize those in the room and acknowledge the important
work being done throughout our community. Her graciousness
and genuine appreciation for others were a wonderful reflection
of the spirit of the evening and the tremendous impact she has
made throughout her years of service.

As we continue through hurricane season, we also recognize that weather conditions
have presented challenges for many across our islands this year. We hope everyone
continues to stay safe, prepared, and connected, and we look forward to moving through
the remainder of the season safely together.

Thank you again to everyone who supported our Tony Lenzer Scholarship Fundraising
Event and continues to support the work and mission of HPGS. We are grateful to be part
of such a dedicated community and look forward to seeing many of you on October 1st.

Mahalo,
Kristina Wong

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of HPGS is to increase awareness of and interest in the field of gerontology by providing
networking and educational opportunities, as well as scholarships, to Hawaii’s workforce or other
interested parties, and otherwise to support the creation of needed policies and programs that will
enhance the quality and number of age-friendly services to our Kiipuna in Hawaii.




WELCOME TO HPGS

INDIVIDUAL

Stephanie Drury
Elizabeth Fischer
Mika Ishii
Chirstyn Okuno

EVENTS

UHWO Career & Internship Fair
Thursday, October 15th, 10am to 1pm
University of Hawaii West
Oahu Campus.

Generations Magazine's Senior Fair
Friday, October 16th, 10am to 2pm
Pearlridge Shopping Center Wai Makai

Ohana Care Maui
Wednesday, October 21st, 4pm to 5pm
Does Your Family Know
What You Want?
808-344-1285

Parkinson’s Walk
Saturday, October 24th, 9am to 12noon
Ala Moana Beach Park

Project Dana
Wednesday, October 10th at 10am
Medicare and Open Enroliment
by Hawaii SHIP
Waipahu Hongwaniji Buddhist Temple
Or via Zoom

Wednesday, October 14th at 10am
Understanding Diabetes, Local Style!
Waipahu Hongwaniji Buddhist Temple
Or via Zoom

Monday, October 21st at 10am
Support Group Meeting - Talk Story
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin

Monday, October 26th at 7pm
Support Group Meeting - Talk Story
Via Zoom only

Saturday, October 31st at 10am
Caregiver Training Workshop

www.projectdana.org
(808) 945-3736

HPGS 2026 SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER

The Tony Lenzer Scholarship Fundraiser was held on Friday, September 11th at
15 Craigside, with 80 attendees recognizing this year’s honoree, Susie Chun
Oakland. This event raised $20,935 for scholarships to college students entering
or continuing their education in geriatrics; i.e. doctors, nurses, social workers,
etc. Many thanks go to our Gold sponsor, ALTRES and Silver sponsors Catholic
Charities Hawaii, Kathryn Braun, and an impressive group of Susie’s current and
past legislative friends: Carol Fukunaga, David Ige, Les Ihara, Jr, Lorraine Inouye,
Matt Matsunaga, Mike McCartney and Norman Mizuguchi.

A big MAHALO goes out to 15 Craigside, who provided a breathtaking venue
and delicious meal. Kendi Ho, Workforce Development Co-Chair, had a short
Powerpoint to inform attendees of the history of our fundraiser, listed the 2026
winners and a short video from one awardee. Presentations were made by former
Governor David Ige and Senator Carol Fukunaga of the Senate’s recognition
certificate and the HPGS Fundraising Committee Chair Kathy Wyatt awarded the
certificates from Governor Josh Green, Mayor Blangiardi and the City Council.
Kristina Wong, HPGS President, presented Susie with an engraved Koa clock and
lei. Then the honoree Susie Chun Oakland paid tribute to almost everyone in
the room with lei and accolades. She was well prepared, knowing everyone who
attended and how THEY impacted her life, Catholic Charities Hawaii and the state
of Hawaii. Susie’s greatest honor was recognizing her husband, daughters, father,
brother, sister and in-laws.

LET'S FIX THE DPP

Kathy Wyatt, HPGS Director, has submitted a bill to the legislature to ask for the
expeditious processing of permits by the Department of Planning and Permitting
(DPP) for Aging-in-Place modifications to private homes. A resolution was passed
in the last legislation session, “urging” the DPP to expedite these permits for
modifications and pass them through in 45 days. The revised bill will “require”
the DPP to expedite permitting applications for home modifications prescribed
by a licensed health care provider and found by the county to be essential to the
safety or health of an older adult person within 45 days of receipt of a completed
application. Updates to come in future HPGS newsletters.




HPGS NEWS HPGS 2026 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

SMP Hawaii stands for Senior Medical
Control is a part of the State’s Executive
Office on Aging, which offers free service
to anyone. They emailed this message:
“Medicare’'s Open Enrollment Period
runs from October 15 to December 7, and
it is your yearly chance to make sure your
coverage still fits. Plans change every
year, including costs, benefits, drug
lists, and which doctors and pharmacies
you can use. During this window you
can switch between Original Medicare
and Medicare Advantage or move to
a different Advantage plan, with any
change taking effect January 1, 2027.
Hawaii SHIP offers free, local, unbiased
counseling statewide to help you
compare your options and find a plan
that fits your health needs and your
budget. Plan Comparison requests
received after November 18 may take
longer due to higher volume. Call 808-
586-7281 (Oahu) or 1-800-296-9422
(toll-free). Leave a detailed message
and a local counselor will return your call
within 24-48 hours. Please clearly state
the best day, time, and phone number to
reach you.”

HAWAII COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

The Hawaii Community

Foundation has

awarded Danicah Joy

Ganir a scholarship

on behalf of HPGS in

August. They emailed
: LS8 the  notice, saying
“Because of you, students across our
islands can take real steps toward their
educational goals. Your support helped
students pay for college, encourage
them to pursue degrees, and showed the
students that their community believes
in their potential.”

Danicah said, “Receiving this scholarship
is truly a blessing and an encouragement
as | continue my journey through nursing
school at Hawaii Pacific University. As a
student from Kauai who moved to Oahu
to pursue my BSN degree, balancing the
financial responsibilities of tuition, books,
clinical supplies, transportation, and
living expenses has been challenging.
This scholarship will held ease that
burden and allow me to focus more on
my education, clinical experiences, and
growth as a future nurse.”

Mahalo to the HPGS Workforce Development Committee, co-chaired Christy
Nishita and Kendi Ho, who spent hours to choose this year’s scholarship winners
with the help from past scholarship awardees Nargis Sultana, Sai Dudlow, and
Ricki Lee Yaboah, as well as past scholarship fundraiser honorees Gary Simon,
Jeannette Koijane and Suzanne Chun Oakland. There were 20 applications
for the six awards. All winners’ photos and testimonies from the Tony Lenzer
Scholarship and the Nursing Scholarship are on the HPGS website (HPGS.org).
The annual Tony Lenzer Scholarship Fundraiser has provided monies each year
for the Tony Lenzer scholarships. The nursing scholarship monies were made
possible by a generous funding from the Hawaii Community Foundation on
behalf of the Nakao & Mieko Yoshinaga Family Fund to support students in the
field of nursing.

Congratulations to the following scholarship winners, with excerpts from their
testimonies which are on the HPGS website:

TONY LENZER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Mika Ishii emailed, “I am honored to receive a scholarship from the
Hawai'i Pacific Gerontological Society. The generous scholarship will
allow me to focus on my education and future career, ensuring that |
have the ability to learn as much as | can so | can best serve my future
patients.”

Chirstyn Okuno wrote: “Thank you for your generous support of
my final year at the John A. Burns School of Medicine, University of
Hawai'i. This scholarship is dedicated my two grandmothers and
to the kupuna of our community who inspire me to be the best
physician | can be for Hawai'i.”

Kylee-Ray Tactacan said: “Aloha, and mahalo piha to the HPGS
committee for considering my application and for your dedication
to supporting the future of care for our kiipuna. Taking care of my
own grandfather showed me firsthand how precious our elders are.”

NURSING SCHOLARSHIP

Nanea Akau said: | want to express my sincere gratitude for being
selected as an HPGS scholarship recipient. This support truly means
so much to me. As a single mother returning to school and working
toward becoming a nurse, the financial challenges can feel heavy at
E times. My passion to help our kupuna lies in the honor | had of caring
for both my grandparents on my dads side during their end of life care.”

Stephanie Drury, emailed: “ am deeply honored to be the recipient
of the nursing scholarship because it not only allows me to continue
my graduate studies at UH Manoa in Advanced Population Health
Nursing, it strengthens my commitment to serving our kipuna and
their families with dignity through some of life’'s most significant

Elizabeth Fischer wrote, “I am incredibly grateful to HPGS for

awarding me this scholarship and for supporting me as | continue my

education to become a Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner. |

hope to carry that support forward by giving back to the community

. that has given so much to me and providing care with compassion,
respect, and aloha.”
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