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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

HPGS has open enrollment 

for new members throughout 

the year.  HPGS members may 

renew for 2026 any time online 

at www.hpgs.org or print the 

form and pay with 

a check.

The Hawaii Pacifi c 

Gerontological Society 

distributes monthly newsletters 

and hosts three general 

membership meetings.

HPGS encourages all members 

to submit articles, email the 

board with suggestions for 

speakers, and/or volunteer on 

a committee.

The mission of HPGS is to increase awareness of and interest in the fi eld of gerontology by providing 
networking and educational opportunities, as well as scholarships, to Hawaii’s workforce or other 
interested parties, and otherwise to support the creation of needed policies and programs that will 
enhance the quality and number of age-friendly services to our Kūpuna in Hawaii.

Aloha HPGS Members,

We hope you are enjoying your summer and fi nding time to relax 

and recharge. As we move through the year, we wanted to share a 

few updates and reminders from HPGS.

As a reminder, tickets are now available for our 10th Annual 

Tony Lenzer Scholarship Fundraising Event, which will be held 

on September 11th at 15 Craigside. This year, we are honored to 

recognize Suzanne Chun Oakland for her many contributions and 

support of our community. We hope you will join us for this special 

evening. Additional event and ticket information can be found in this newsletter.

We also encourage members to continue sharing information about HPGS scholarship 

opportunities with students and individuals interested in careers serving our kupuna. 

There are two awards available for nursing students and three awards available for all 

other majors, each in the amount of $3,000. These scholarships help support the next 

generation of professionals serving Hawaii‘s aging community.

Finally, we are excited to share that discussions have already begun for the 2027 HPGS 

Conference. By starting our planning early, we hope to strengthen our organization 

eff orts, secure outstanding speakers, and create even more opportunities for community 

involvement. We look forward to sharing updates as planning continues.

Thank you for your continued commitment to HPGS and our mission. We appreciate all 

that you do to support our organization and Hawaii‘s aging community.

Mahalo, 

Kristina Wong



Applications for the Tony Lenzer and Nursing Scholarship have been received 

by the June 30th deadline.  The Workforce Development Committee will be 

reviewing eight applications in July, with announcement made by August. There 

are THREE scholarships available at $3,000 each for students studying in the fi eld 

of gerontology and are for undergraduates and graduates. 

There are also THREE scholarships available at $3,000 each for nursing students. 

This grant was made possible by the Hawaii Community Foundation, which allows

HPGS to award these monies.

TONY LEZNER SCHOLARSHIPS

Project Dana

Public Presentations

Wednesday, July 8th at 10am
“Medicare Made Clear - Part 2”

Saturday, July 11th at 10am
“Medicare Coverage of 

Home Health Care”

Support Group Meetings

Wednesday, July 1th at 10am
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii

Betsuin or Zoom

Monday, July 27th at 7pm
Zoom-Only Meeting

Free and Open to the Public
info@projectdana.org

Wednesday, July 22nd at 12:15am
Consolidated Ward Theatres

“Wonka” movie (deadline July 15th)
Call 808-990-7373

Ohana Care Maui
Thursday, July 30th

4pm to 4:45pm + Q&A
Kalama Heights, Kihei

Safe Transfers: Protect Yourself 
& Loved Ones from Injury

Call 808-344-1285
jgalvex@ohanacaremaui.com

Generations AGING IN PLACE
Saturday, August 1st

8am to 2:15pm Workshops
Ala Moana Hotel Ballrooms

Call 808-722-8487
sgoyallc@aol.com

WORKSHOP SERIESEVENTS

The HPGS Workforce Development Committee has awarded 

a $750 scholarship for an applicant to the “Eldercare Worker 

Training Award.”  This scholarship is awarded annually, as many 

as eight scholarships a year, and Heaven Nakahashi is our latest 

awardee.  She emailed Sherry Goya, HPGS Executive Director, the 

following: “I am truly honored and deeply grateful to have been 

selected as a recipient of the HPGS eldercare scholarship award. 

Receiving this scholarship means so much to me, not only because it eases the 

fi nancial burden of continuing my education, but because it reminds me that 

others believe in my goals and potential.” Heaven also said, “This summer I will 

be attending CNA school as the next step toward achieving my long-term goal 

of becoming a nurse. I am excited to continue building my skills, expanding my 

knowledge, and growing into a healthcare professional who can advocate for and 

support Hawaii kupuna….I hope to one day give back to my community with the 

same kindness and generosity that has been shown to me.” 

The Eldercare Worker Training Award is open year around and designed specifi cally 

for persons currently working with, or planning to work with, older adults. 

These awards will provide tuition assistance for workers who enroll in credit or 

noncredit courses and certifi cate programs, which enhance their knowledge and 

skills in areas related to aging. Selected programs can be either in local classroom 

settings or online. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis throughout the 

year at hpgs.org.  Please pass along this scholarship opportunity.

HPGS ELDERCARE WORKER TRAINING AWARD

The HPGS Board has already begun to work on their biennial conference set for 

2027. The two-day conference has been set for Thursday and Friday, September 

9 and 10, 2026 in the Ala Moana Hotel’s Hibiscus Ballrooms.

At their board meeting in June, they brainstormed the theme and is announcing 

the title, “Living Well Longer: Innovations to Promote Quality of Life.” The 

committee will be working on the speaker application, registration form, schedule, 

etc. etc.

They will also be seeking keynote speakers. The conference co-chairs are Kristina 

Wong and Lesley Milligan.

The entire HPGS Board will be on the conference committee; however, anyone 

interested on being in joining may contact Sherry Goya, HPGS Executive Director 

at sgoyallc@aol.com or 808-722-8487. Zoom meetings take around an hour, with 

notes given all committee members. Sub-commissions are Awards, Budget/

Registration, Exhibitors, Marketing, Program/Speakers and Sponsors.

T O N Y  L E N Z E R 
S C H O L A R S H I P 
F U N D R A I S E R

This year’s annual fundraiser to 
support Hawaii’s students in the fi eld 
of gerontology will be held on Friday, 
September 11th from 5:30am at 
15 Craigside, honoring Susie Chun 
Oakland.  A big Mahalo goes out to 
HPGS members who have already 
registered as a GOLD and SILVER 
sponsor: ALTRES Home Care and 
Catholic Charities Hawaii, respectfully. 

2 0 2 7  H P G S  B I E N N I A L  C O N F E R E N C E



Susie Chun Oakland served in the Hawaii State Legislature for 26 years, 6 years in the House of 

Representatives and 20 years in the State Senate. She represented Dowsett Highlands, Nuuanu, 

Lower Tantalus, Pacifi c Heights, Pauoa, Downtown, Chinatown, Iwilei, Honolulu Harbor, Liliha, Palama, 

Alewa Heights, Kaka‘ako, half of Kalihi Valley, Sand Island, Mokauea Island, and the Kalihi Business 

District. During her tenure in Hawai`i’s legislature, she served on many committees that served to 

advocate for the kupuna. She was Co-Chair of the Joint Legislative Committee on Long Term Care, 

1996 to 1998; Co-Founder (March 2006 – 2016) and Co-Convener (March 2006-2016), Member, Hawaii 

State Legislature’s Kupuna Caucus, March 2006 to present; Member of the Family Caregivers Working 

Group, 2014; and many other noteworthy committees and organizations.

Susie currently serves as the Program Director of the largest senior center in Hawaii, Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center, 

in Liliha. She continues to serve on numerous non-profi t boards of directors working on aff ordable housing, child well-

being, culture and arts, immigrant and refugee, persons with disabilities, education, and sustainability and environment 

protection issues.

Susie is a proud graduate of McKinley High School and the University of Hawaii at Manoa, earning degrees in 

Communications and Psychology. 

Please join us in recognizing and honoring Susie at this year’s Fundraiser Dinner. Proceeds will go to support the 

HPGS annual Tony Lenzer Scholarship program for students with a serious interest in professional work related 

to aging, long term care and/or death and dying.

10th Annual HPGS Tony Lenzer Scholarship Fundraiser

Reception At 15 Craigside with Dinner and Wine

Friday, September 11, 2026, 5:30pm

Please join us in person in honoring

Suzanne (Susie) Chun Oakland

To learn about Hawaii Pacifi c Gerontological Society, please check out www.hpgs.org

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Company (Optional): __________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City:____________________________State_______________Zip ___________________

E-Mail:_________________________________ Phone:  __________________________

Mail this form and check 

payable to HPGS to 

P. O. Box 3714 • Honolulu, HI 96812

Use the fi llable form and pay with a 

charge card at http://www.hpgs.org. 

HELP US EVEN MORE! HPGS is a non-
profi t organization and you can help us 
even further by adding 3% to your total 

to cover PayPal’s credit card 
processing fees. Mahalo!

A recorded video testimony is 
welcomed. Contact Kathy Wyatt at 

kwyatt01@aol.com.

CUT HERE

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS:  $125 per person.  Tickets requested:  _____ = $________

TABLE SPONSORS:  ___ Gold ($3000)   ___ Silver ($2000) 

Tables seat seven people.  LIMITED SEATING

Any seat not spoken for can be donated back to the HPGS scholarship fund.  How 

many seats will be available?___

DONATIONS:  Made to HPGS for the Tony Lenzer Scholarship Fund: $_________
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