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PRESIDENT’'’S MESSAGE

Aloha HPGS Members,

We hope this message finds you well and enjoying the start of
summer. We've had a busy and productive May and are excited to
share some of the things we've been working on.

HPGS currently has scholarship opportunities available and

encourages members to share this information with students and
KRISTINA WONG individuals entering the aging services workforce. There are two
PRESIDENT awards for nursing students and three awards for all other majors,
each in the amount of $3,000. Please visit https://www.hpgs.org/scholarship for more
information and eligibility requirements. These are wonderful opportunities for our
growing workforce, and we hope you can help share this information and encourage
others to apply.

The HPGS Workforce Development Committee recently held two online meetings with
Tony Lenzer Scholarship recipients and honorees to discuss the next 10 years of the
program. The Committee hopes to expand opportunities for recipients and honorees to
connect while continuing to support and inspire Hawai'i’s aging services workforce.

As a reminder, our tenth annual Tony Lenzer Scholarship Fundraising Event will be held
on September 11th at 15 Craigside, where we will honor Suzanne Chun Oakland for her
continued support of our community. Event and ticket information are included in this
newsletter.

At our General Membership Meeting on May 21, Representative Corey Chun House co-
convener of the Kipuna Caucus, shared legislative updates impacting our community.
The meeting was very informative, and a recording will be uploaded to our website for
members who were unable to attend.

Thank you to our members for your continued commitment to HPGS and our mission. We
appreciate all that you do to support our organization and community.

Mahalo nui loa,

Kristina Wong

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of HPGS is to increase awareness of and interest in the field of gerontology by providing
networking and educational opportunities, as well as scholarships, to Hawaii’s workforce or other
interested parties, and otherwise to support the creation of needed policies and programs that will
enhance the quality and number of age-friendly services to our Kiipuna in Hawaii.




EVENTS HPGS 2026 SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER

Project Dana
West Oahu Kupuna Resource Fair
Saturday, June 13th from 10am to 2pm
Waianae Coast Comprehensive
Health Center
Free and Open to the Public
info@projectdana.org

Al for Beginners: Generative
Al for Everyday Use
Wednesday, June 10th from 10am
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii
Betsuin or Zoom

West Oahu Kupuna Resource Fair
Saturday, June 13th from 10am to 2pm
Waianae Coast Comprehensive
Health Center
Free and Open to the Public

Building Brain-Healthy Habits

Saturday, June 13th from 10am

Waipahu Hongwanji Buddhist
Temple or Zoom

Support Group Meetings
Wednesday, June 17th at 10am
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii
Betsuin or Zoom

Monday, June 29th at 7pm
Zoom-Only Meeting
info@projectdana.org

Ohana Care Maui
Thursday, June 18th, 5-6pm
Kalama Heights, Kihei
What is Brain Health and How
Can It Reduce Dementia Risk?
Call 808-344-1285 or email
jgalverz@ohanacaremaui.com

HPGS WEBSITE UPDATE

The HPGS website has been updated
for members and visitors under the
“Scholarship” page. It shows the
individual honorees of the annual
scholarship fundraiser since HPGS
began recognizing those who support
Hawaii's kupuna, starting with Tony
Lenzer, the first president of HPGS.
The website has a list of the honorees
since 2017, starting with the 2026
honoree and going all the way to the
first fundraiser honoring Tony.

For the tenth year in a row, the Hawaii Pacific Gerontological
Society will honor a deserving individual who has contributed
so much to the senior community in Hawaii. This year, on
Friday, September 11th at 15 Craigside from 5:30pm, HPGS will
bestow that honor on Suzanne Chun Oakland She served in the
Hawaii State Legislature for 26 years, six years in the House of
Representatives and 20 years in the State Senate. She currently
serves as the Program Director of the largest senior center in Hawaii, Lanakila
Multi-Purpose Senior Center, in Liliha. She continues to serve on numerous
non-profit boards of directors working on affordable housing, child wellbeing,
culture and arts, immigrant and refugee, persons with disabilities, education, and
sustainability and environment protection issues.

Attached to this newsletter is the reservation form for the Tony Lenzer
Scholarship Fundraiser that can be printed and mailed in with a check OR the
form is also online. If unable to attend in person, donations are still appreciated
for this year’s scholarship fundraiser that will allow HPGS to awarded college
students in 2027. Video-taped testimonies are also welcome by emailing Kathy
Wyatt, HPGS Fundraiser Chair, at kwyattO1@aol.com.

TONY LENZER SCHOLARSHIPS

The HPGS Workforce Development Committee’s co-chairs, Christy
Nishita and Kendi Ho, are accepting applicants for this year’s Tony
Lenzer Scholarships. Awards of $3,000 will be given to three
graduate OR undergraduate students. Applicants must meet ALL
of the following criteria: (a) Be enrolled in a degree program at any
UH campus, HPU, BYU-Hawaii, or Chaminade at the undergraduate
or graduate level; (b) Have two or more semesters to complete
before graduation; and (c) Have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.

There will also be two “nursing scholarships” of $3,000 each. These monies come
from a grant awarded HPGS from the Hawaii Community Foundation. Please
let those you know who are attending any of Hawaii's colleges or community
colleges of these five scholarships.

Deadline is June 30, 2026. The application can be found online at https://hpgs.
org/scholarship/

The past honorees were:
2017 -Tony Lenzer
2018 - Rose Nakamura
2019 - Barbara Stanton Kim
2020 - Cullen Hayashida
2021 - Emmet White
2022 - John McDermott
2023 - Gary Simn
2024 - Dorothy Colby
2025 - Jeannette Koijane

The HPGS Board hopes that you will be able to join in the celebration for this year’s
Tony Lenzer Scholarship Fundraiser on Friday, September 11th at 15 Craigside,
honoring Suzanne “Susie” Chun Oakland. Monies donated will be used to award
2027 scholarship winners.




AGING &
DISABILITIES
ISSUES 2026

As a follow-up from the May HPGS
newsletter, here are the seven sections

in the report:

Section 1:

Offers an overview of the report and
some general observations on the
2026 political and economic changes

in Hawaii.

Section 2 to 5:

Discusses the priority issues for the
Legislature in the 2026 session as
designated by the major groups that
advocate for the elderly, disabled and

unseen, and hardworking caregivers.

Section 6:
A brief summary and a look ahead are

found herein the Conclusion.

Section 7:
This section may be helpful for those
additional

seeking information,

education, and research resources

relevant to aging and disability issues.

The report also shares personal stories
from caregivers here in Hawaii who
have shared their experiences on the
issues they face in caring for their
loved ones and the impact of public

policy on their ability to care for them.

HPGS
sgoyallc@aol.

Please email Sherry Goya,
Executive Director, at
com if you would like to have the pdf

of this report.

HPGS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

The first Zoom general membership meeting for HPGS was held on May 21st. A
big MAHALO goes to Representative Cory Chun, co-chair of the Kupuna Caucus
of the Hawaii State Legislature who summarized all the bills and pilot programs
relating to Hawaii’s kupuna in a very good Powerpoint. Those in attendance
heard about the following:

HB 1973 - KupunaAloha Pilot Program, focusing on the gap group in housing
and medical care who earn a little too much to qualify but still struggling to get
by. The legislature appropriated $2 million for its implementation and operation.
This is a one-year program.

HB 1974 - State Plan on Hearing Loss is not a new initiative but received $100,000
to develop and publish the state plan on hearing loss,

SB 2866 - Kupuna Housing was set up to help kupuna relying on fixed incomes
to secure and maintain affordable housing. It started as a pilot program with
150 kupuna signing up and the number jumped to 300 becoming a permanent
program this year.

HB 1642 - Crypto Currency Kiosks is a new issue that came up last year with
technology. AARP is looking at how to protect kupuna from theft and fraud
causing scams for their monies. This bill limits the amount of transferring at
kiosks. It is not a full-proof idea but something to adjust with the changing times
and a way to bridge the gap on how we can do this.

HB 1804 - Long-Term Care Financing was because Hawaii needs a sustainable
financing framework for long-term care to properly meet the demands of its aging
population. This bill will bring the Executive Office of Aging together with the
UH to examine the feasibility, impacts, and costs of different public and private
financing options for long-term care services and support. $100,000 was allotted
for this collaboration.

HB 1853 - Hanai Memory Network Program, championed by the Alzheimers
Association to make sure we have positions on every island so it can be a statewide
program, focusing on prevention and early detection. $3,000,000 was provided
to establish and implement this program.

HB 2498 - Community Resilience Pilot Program establishes a three-year pilot
program under the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency for Central and
Leeward Oahu to help licensed care home facilities implement structural and
operational resilience improvements.

SB 3324 - Home and Community-Based Services provides $1,700,000 to increase
funding for certain Medicaid home and community-based services, including
residential services offered in community care foster family homes and expanded
adult residential care homes.

These bills will be going to Governor Green, where he has until June 30th to let
the legislature know if he will veto, sign, or have them lapse into law without his
signature.

Representative Chun also let those attending that the Kupuna Caucus meets the
first Friday of every month at 2pm viaZoom and on YouTube. The publicis welcome
to attend. For information on the Kupuna Caucus, contact Representative Chun at
808-586-6170 or Repchun@capitol.hawaii.gov.
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Please join us in person in honoring

Suzanne (Susie) Chun Oakland

10th Annual HPGS Tony Lenzer Scholarship Fundraiser
Reception At 15 Craigside with Dinner and Wine
Friday, September 11, 2026, 5:30pm

Susie Chun Oakland served in the Hawaii State Legislature for 26 years, 6 years in the House of
Representatives and 20 years in the State Senate. She represented Dowsett Highlands, Nuuanu,
Lower Tantalus, Pacific Heights, Pauoa, Downtown, Chinatown, Iwilei, Honolulu Harbor, Liliha, Palama,
Alewa Heights, Kaka‘ako, half of Kalihi Valley, Sand Island, Mokauea Island, and the Kalihi Business
District. During her tenure in Hawai'i’s legislature, she served on many committees that served to
advocate for the kupuna. She was Co-Chair of the Joint Legislative Committee on Long Term Care,
1996 to 1998; Co-Founder (March 2006 - 2016) and Co-Convener (March 2006-2016), Member, Hawaii
State Legislature’s Kupuna Caucus, March 2006 to present; Member of the Family Caregivers Working
Group, 2014; and many other noteworthy committees and organizations.

Susie currently serves as the Program Director of the largest senior center in Hawaii, Lanakila Multi-Purpose Senior Center,
in Liliha. She continues to serve on numerous non-profit boards of directors working on affordable housing, child well-
being, culture and arts, immigrant and refugee, persons with disabilities, education, and sustainability and environment
protection issues.

Susie is a proud graduate of McKinley High School and the University of Hawaii at Manoa, earning degrees in
Communications and Psychology.

Please join us in recognizing and honoring Susie at this year’s Fundraiser Dinner. Proceeds will go to support the
HPGS annual Tony Lenzer Scholarship program for students with a serious interest in professional work related
to aging, long term care and/or death and dying.

CUT HERE
Mail this form and check

Name: payable to HPGS to
P. 0. Box 3714 « Honolulu, HI 96812

Company (Optional):
Address: Use the fillable form and pay with a
City: State Zip charge card at http://www.hpgs.org.
E-Mail: Phone: HELP US EVEN MORE! HPGS is a non-

) profit organization and you can help us
INDIVIDUAL TICKETS: $125 per person. Tickets requested: =3 even further by adding 3% to your total
TABLE SPONSORS: ___ Gold ($3000) ___ Silver (52000) to cover FfayPaI’s credit card
Tables seat seven people. LIMITED SEATING processing fees. Mahalo!

Any seat not spoken for can be donated back to the HPGS scholarship fund. How
many seats will be available?___

DONATIONS: Made to HPGS for the Tony Lenzer Scholarship Fund: $

A recorded video testimony is
welcomed. Contact Kathy Wyatt at
kwyattOl@aol.com.

To learn about Hawaii Pacific Gerontological Society, please check out www.hpgs.org
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SGHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

The Hawaii Pacific Gerontological Society
(HPGS) awards scholarships to undergraduate
and graduate students who are interested in
careers involving aging and older people.

DEADLINE: TUESDAY JUNE 30, 2026

AVAILABLE AWARDS: 2 awards for nursing students and 3 for all
other majors at $3000 each

LINK TO APPLY: https://hpgs.org/scholarship/
Note: A Letter of Recommendation and Unofficial Transcript is
required

ELIGIBILITY: Must meet ALL of the following criteria: (a)
Be enrolled in a degree program at any UH campus,
HPU, BYU- Hawaii, or Chaminade at the
undergraduate or graduate level; (b) Have two or
more semesters to complete before graduation; and
(c) Have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.

QUESTIONS: uhcoa@hawaii.edu


https://hpgs.org/scholarship/
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