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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

HPGS has open enrollment 

for new members throughout 

the year.  HPGS members may 

renew for 2025 any time online 

at www.hpgs.org or print the 

form and pay with 

a check.

The Hawaii Pacifi c 

Gerontological Society 

distributes monthly newsletters 

and hosts three general 

membership meetings.

HPGS encourages all members 

to submit articles, email the 

board with suggestions for 

speakers, and/or volunteer on 

a committee.

The mission of HPGS is to increase awareness of and interest in the fi eld of gerontology by providing 
networking and educational opportunities, as well as scholarships, to Hawaii’s workforce or other 
interested parties, and otherwise to support the creation of needed policies and programs that will 
enhance the quality and number of age-friendly services to our Kūpuna in Hawaii.

Summer greetings! 

Last month I wrote briefl y about Older Americans Month, an annual 

month in which we recognize some of the superlative elders in 

our community. This month I am compelled to turn your attention 

to World Elder Abuse Recognition Day which will fall on June 15. 

Newsweek reported last November that Hawaii had the lowest rate 

of elder abuse in the country with 253 cases for every 100,000 elderly 

residents. While this sounds good, we must nevertheless remain 

observant to what may be happening to those older adults around 

us. 

Physical and emotional abuse of an elder are egregious off enses. However, elder fi nancial 

exploitation is also elder abuse. Infl ation and job insecurity have increased fi nancial stress 

for us all. Sadly, some family members feeling this stress but lacking a moral compass take 

advantage of their elders and help themselves to monies that are not theirs. In Hawaii they 

account for 50 percent of all elder fi nancial abuse. We revere our kupuna, even those to 

whom we are not connected by blood. So, check in on the kupuna in your life periodically, 

and if you see something, say something. 

On May 15th, we were pleased to welcome Representative Cory Chun to our General 

Membership Meeting who stepped in at the last minute for Senator Sharon Moriwaki. 

Representative Chun provided a very thorough recap of the kupuna-related bills that 

passed in the 2025 legislative session. For more details, see the article on page 3 of this 

newsletter. 

To view the Zoom recording of his presentation, go to our website at https://hpgs.org/

events/.

One fi nal note: We are all getting excited to bring you our Biennial Conference in 

September! I sincerely believe you will fi nd the selected presentations of interest and will 

come away from the Conference having learned something new. Please mark the dates 

(September 11 & 12) on your calendar and plan to join us!

Until next month, with gratitude and aloha,

Laurie



WORKSHOP SERIESWELCOME TO HPGS

COMPANY

Caregiver’s Heart Hawaii

Sharalyn De Monte

111 Hekili Street, Suite A, PMB1841

Kailua, HI 96734

P: 808-425-5101

E: kuunani@caregivershearthawaii.

com

W: caregivershearthawaii.com

INDIVIDUAL

Telissa Agbulos

Andrea Alfi ler

Susan Amine

Christine Castillo

Yolanda Gomez-Cummings

Patricia Gonsalves

Beverly Gotelli

Kevin Kawamoto

Melody Lopez

Barb Morgan

Tracie Sakamoto

Kealoha Takahashi

2 0 2 5  H P G S  B I E N N I A L  C O N F E R E N C E

There were 24 presentation proposals received for this year’s HPGS Biennial 
Conference as of May 31st. It took the Conference Program Committee two hours 
to complete the itinerary for Thursday and Friday, September 11th and 12th. All 
proposals were reviewed, discussed, and the day/time for their presentation 
selected. The next step is to confi rm the presentations, secure photos and bios of 
presenters and create an itinerary, which should be in the HPGS July newsletter.

The Registration Form for the HPGS Biennial Conference is attached to this 
newsletter. It states the cost includes two days of educational presentations, 
each day starting with a continental breakfast at 7:30am, 8:15am start, lunch and 
afternoon snacks, with closing to be 4:30pm on Thursday and 4:30pm on Friday. 
There will be an Awards Ceremony on Thursday and exhibitors for attendees to 
talk with on Friday. The registration cost is the same as 2023 for HPGS members, 
nonmembers, and students.  The Senior 70+ rate has been lowered by $100 when 
registering before August 18th.

WORKSHOP SERIESE V E N T S

Project Dana

Caregiver Training Workshop on 

Personal Care

Saturday, June 28th

10am to 12noon

Honwanji Mission Education Bldg

95-257 Kaloapau St in Mililani

RSVP: info@projectdana.org

Conference exhibitors will have the 

opportunity to meet with HPGS 

conference attendees on Friday, 

September 12th from 11:30am to 

4:30pm in the Ala Moana Hotel’s foyer, 

right outside the Hibiscus Ballroom. 

Attendees will be looking forward 

to learning and meeting exhibitor 

professionals in the various fi elds of 

Kupuna care, fi nancial, legal, medical, 

service equipment, medicare, housing, 

etc. The Exhibitor’s Registration Form 

is attached to this newsletter, as well 

as registration can be made online at 

hpgs.org/conference/. Deadline is July 

14th.

HPGS  CONFERENCE 
EXH IB I TORS

Universities and colleges statewide have been informed about these two 
opportunities that the conference will have for students: (1) the Na Lima Kokua Tony 
Lenzer Scholar Award, which awards a $2,000 scholarship. Students apply using 
the following link before August 8th: https://form.jotform.com/220754609692059  
(2) The “Student Lightning Round” provides opportunities to present their 
work in a short 5-minute presentation during a special student-focused session 
at the conference on Thursday, September 11th. Students can respond to the Call 
for Proposals (www.hpgs.org/conference) by July 14, 2025 and check the box for 
“Lightning Round.” 

The Program Committee will review student proposals and select the winners. The 
“Lightning Round” students will get a free two-day conference registration from 
a generous donation made by the family of the late Tony Lenzer, who came to the 
University of Hawaii’s School of Public Health in 1968 to establish a Gerontology 
Program in 1969. It supported aging research and teaching across the UH at the 
Manoa campus. From 1988 to 1993, Tony served as the fi rst Director of the UH 
Center on Aging. He was also the fi rst President of HPGS and was an Emeritus 
board member until his passing in 2018. Please pass this information along to any 
college student in the fi eld of gerontology, social work, nursing, etc.

M E S S A G I N G  W I T H  L O V E
C H R I S T Y  N I S H I T A

M E S S A G I N G  W I T H  L O V E
C H R I S T Y  N I S H I T A

M E S S A G I N G  W I T H  L O V E
C H R I S T Y  N I S H I T A

H P G S  C O N F E R E N C E  L O O K I N G  F O R 
S T U D E N T  A T T E N D E E S

C E N T E R  O N  A G I N G

It was recently announce by the Thompson School that Jordan 
Lewis, PhD will be the New Director of the Center on Aging at 
the University of Hawaii.  Dr. Lewis brings extensive expertise to 
his new role. He previously worked as the Director of Research for 
the Center for One Health Research and as a Research Professor 
at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, where he made signifi cant 
strides in aging research. He is Aleut and Sugpiaq and his family is 

from the Naknek Native Village in Southwest AK and Cannon Beach, Oregon. He 
holds a Ph.D. in Community Psychology from the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
(UAF), an MSW from Washington University in St. Louis, and a BSW from UAF, and 
he is a certifi ed professional gerontologist. Trained as a cross-cultural community 
psychologist and gerontologist, Dr. Lewis has worked with American Indian and 
Alaska Native (AI/AN) communities to identify characteristics that enable Alaska 
Native Elders to age successfully, or age in a good way, and become role models for 
their families and communities. Using the lessons and experiences of AIAN Elders, 
Dr. Lewis’ research develops generative-based approaches to improve the health 
of all generations.



T H E  G O O D ,  B A D  A N D  U G L Y

At the invitation of the Hawaii Alliance of Retired Americans and Kōkua Council, 

legislators were asked to assess the 33rd legislature –“good, bad and ugly” bills.  

This event was held on Wednesday, May 28th at the State Capitol. Mahalo to both 

organizations for the work to organize this meeting which included Senator Sharon 

Moriwaki and representatives Delia Au Belatti, Tina Nakada Grandinetti, Kim 

Coco Iwamoto, Lisa Marten, Garner Shimizu, and Gregg Takayama.  The meeting 

included a good “Q&A” session with the legislators in attendance. 

The assessment by Senator Sharon Moriwaki is that this event 

was one of the best; it focused on keeping our kupuna in their 

own homes and in their communities.  Attached is a fl yer she put 

together of the bills she considered to be “good” (bills that support 

the elderly), “bad” (priority bills that failed to pass), and “ugly” (bills 

that threaten harm and open the door to addiction, violence, crime 

and long-term damage to our communities). The Governor has until June 24th 

to announce his intention to veto. Send your comments to him. Other bills that 

did not pass may come up again next session so contact your legislators and the 

Governor.

HPGS would like to thank Rona 

Fukumoto for her $50 donation to 

this association on behalf of her friend 

Mary Matayoshi.  Donations to HPGS 

are received throughout the year 

and much appreciated to support 

our kupuna, especially through our 

scholarships that help students enter 

the fi eld of gerontology.

H P G S  G E N E R A L  M E M B E R S H I P  M E E T I N G

The last HPGS General Membership Meeting for 2025 was held on 

Thursday, May 15th, via Zoom, with Representative Cory Chun

representing the Kupuna Caucus. His presentation reported that 

three of the fi ve Kupuna Caucus bills in the “Offi  cial Bill Package” 

passed, as well as two other bills relating to Alzheimer’s disease and 

one to provide funding for the fall prevention program also passed. 

One question that was asked after the PowerPoint presentation was about the 

Senate bill which addressed to Medicaid in-home services, since many kupuna and 

people with disabilities want to have the choice to stay at home. Representative 

Chun’s offi  ce did some research and found more information regarding the 

increases to the in-home services.  They said that there is about $17.6 million 

budgeted for the increase over the next two years and were able to fi nd the 

following:

• Personal Assistance - Level 1 to go from $5.56 to $8.75 for about a 57.4% 

increase

• Personal Assistance/Attendant Care - Level 2 to go from $6.70 to $11.42 for 

about a 70.4% increase

• Private Duty Nursing/Attendant Care - LPN to go from $11.00 to $14.08 for 

about a 28% increase

• Private Duty Nursing/Attendant Care - RN to go from $14.77 to $22.07 for 

about a 49% increase

Go to www.hpgs.org to view the entire Zoom meeting. The Kokua Caucus meets 

every fi rst Friday of the month via Zoom. If you have any questions, call 808-586-

6670 or email repchun@capitol.hawaii.gov.

D O N A T I O N 
M A H A L O

This is from the May/June 2025 

RSVP (Retired and  Senior Volunteer 

Program):

“Every May, the Administration 

for Community Living (ACL) leads 

the nation’s observance of Older 

Americans Month (OAM) where we 

pay tribute to eight outstanding older 

Americans in Hawaii, two from each 

county who contributed signifi cantly 

to improving community life through 

their volunteer eff orts. This year’s 

theme is ‘Flip the Script on Aging.’ And 

focuses on transforming how society 

perceives, talks about, and approaches 

aging. We are honored to announce our 

2025 Honolulu County Outstanding 

Older Americans Awardees:  Dotty 

Kelly-Paddock and Edwin Tagawa.”

WORKSHOP SERIESR S V P  N E W S L E T T E R

SMP was established in 1997 and has 

more than 5,500 volunteers who serve 

as counselors, exhibitors, presenters, 

information distributors, provide 

administrative support and more. 

SMP Hawaii develops its statewide 

volunteer program with a strengths-

based approach supported by initial 

and ongoing training to enhance 

quality. One of the main goals is to 

expand reach throughout Hawaii’s 

unique and diverse communities; 

hence, the call for qualifi ed volunteers, 

particularly multi-lingual volunteers,  

continues.

www.smphawaii.org

FB: smphawaii808

S E N I O R  M E D I C A R E 
P A T R O L



Exhibitor Application Form

Company Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Business Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________ State: ____________________ Zip: _________________

Contact Person: _________________________________________________Phone: ______________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

HPGS welcomes companies, organiza  ons, and government agencies who provide service, products, facili  es, 
etc. to Hawaii’s Kupuna community to have an exhibi  on table on Friday, September 12th in the foyer of the Ala 
Moana Hotel from 11:30am to 4:30pm (set up from 10:30am).  Conference a  endees will be looking forward 
to learning and mee  ng professionals in the various fi elds of Kupuna care, fi nancial, legal, medical, service 
equipment, medicare, housing, etc.

Conference a  endees will be encouraged to visit exhibitor tables.  A skirted six-foot table and two chairs will 
be provided.  If using a banner, it cannot be taped to the walls and a stand-up banner should be placed behind 
or to the side of the table.  Electrical outlets are available but limited.  Requests are being accommodated on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-serve basis.

The conference program will list all exhibitors; and exhibitors may place a camera-ready ad in the program.  See 
below for rates of one table and two chairs for each exhibitor and ad rates:

Exhibitor’s Rates 
HPGS Member Non-Profi t: ______ x $275.00 = $___________
HPGS Member For-Profi t: ______ x $350.00 = $___________
Non-HPGS member: ______ x $425.00 = $___________
[  ] Reques  ng Electrical Outlet

Ad Rates
Business Card Size Ad (Horizontal 3.5 x 2): ______ x $100.00 = $___________
1/4 Page Ad (Ver  cal 4.6875 x 3.375): ______ x $200.00 = $___________
1/2 Page Ad (Horizontal 4.75 x 7): ______ x $400.00 = $___________
Full Size Page Ad (Ver  cal 10 x 7): ______ x $600.00 = $___________

Applica  on deadline is Monday, July 14, 2025 or un  l all tables are reserved.

Mail this applica  on with check made payable to HPGS to P. O. Box 3714; Honolulu, HI 96812; OR go online at 
www.hpgs.org/conference to complete the form and make payment with a charge card.

HELP US EVEN MORE!  HPGS is a non-profi t organiza  on and you can help us even further by adding 3% to 
your total to cover PayPal’s credit card processing fees. Mahalo!

2025 Biennial Conference
Navigating the Map of Aging

Ala Moana Hotel
September 11 and 12, 2025



The HPGS 2025 Biennial Conference includes two full days of educa� onal presenta� ons along with three keynote 
speakers from na� onal and state leadership posi� ons.  The conference is intended for elder-care prac� � oners in 
the health and human service fi elds, businesses, government agencies, non-profi ts and faith-based organiza� ons 
serving older adults, applied researchers, students in gerontology, advocates for seniors and seniors interested 
in con� nuing their educa� on.  The conference will start with a con� nental breakfast and include lunch and 
a� ernoon snack for both days.  

First Name _______________________________  Last Name _________________________________

Organiza� on/Company (if applicable) _____________________________________________________  

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________  State _________________  Zip _______________

Phone # ___________________________  Email ___________________________________________

Total amount being paid with this registra� on 
form is $______________ (check a� ached)

To register with a check, complete the form
and mail with a check made payable to the
Hawaii Pacifi c Gerontological Society to:
HPGS 
P. O. Box 3714
Honolulu, HI 96812

For charge card registra� ons, 
go to www.hpgs.org and register online.

2025 DATES REGULAR
REGISTRATION

LATE
REGISTRATION

Received before 8/18/25 Received a� er 8/18/25
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Registration Form

HELP US EVEN MORE!  HPGS is a non-profi t organiza� on and you can help us even further by adding 3% to 
your total to cover PayPal’s credit card processing fees. Mahalo!

2025 Biennial Conference
Navigating the Map of Aging

Ala Moana Hotel
September 11 and 12, 2025

SE
NI

OR
 70

+



(1)  HB703 extends the rent supplement program for kupuna who need help paying rent.
Program was to expire in 2024 but it has been extended for another 2 years. This helps kupuna
at risk of being evicted, to remain in their homes; 

(2)  HB713 funds a rate study for Medicaid in-home services. We haven’t raised these
rates for over 5 years and are losing providers so this study will look at their costs and what’s
required to retain these much-needed providers to help kupuna age in their homes in the
community; 

(3)  HB705 expands outreach to inform seniors of programs available to offset medical and
prescription costs; programs such as Medicare, Medicaid, Medicare Savings Program. It’s
called the Medi-Medi Project.

(4)  HB320 allows supported decision-making agreements between kupuna and a trusted
supporter. Especially vulnerable are seniors without family who have no one to help them get
medical records or assistance when they need it.

(5)  HB700 establishes a standardized cognitive assessment tool that doctors can use at the
annual wellness visits covered by Medicare. This will enable early diagnosis and treatment for
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia. 

(6)  SB1252 funds 2 faculty at the JABSOM to incorporate Alzheimer’s and other dementia in
health care provider training; and

(7)  HB474 funds the Department of Health’s statewide fall prevention and early detection
program. This program prevents and treats injuries from unintentional falls -- the leading cause
of fatal injuries among kupuna.

(8)  SB97 increases penalties for excessive speeding, including mandatory jail time, license
revocation, and vehicle forfeiture if convicted three times within five years.

(9)  SB1216 prohibits safety inspection stations from certifying cars with loud, aftermarket
mufflers and increases fines for violations.

(10)  SB1044 provides support for condo associations unable to obtain property insurance and
loans for needed repairs to qualify for coverage. 

(11) SB933 that legislature appropriated $50 million to address any cuts to non-profit
organizations that have funding cuts that affect provision of services.
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KUPUNA CAUCUS



2025 LEGISLATIVE OUTCOMES AND FUTURE PRIORITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES  
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(1) Legalization of adult-use marijuana came close to passing although it continues to
concern teachers, former addicts, addiction counselors and physicians, and law enforcement
and health officials. It impacts public health and safety. Find out more: keepmarijuanaout.com
and learnaboutsam.org.
(2) Legalized gambling came dangerously close to passing. While often framed as
entertainment or a way to boost tourism revenue, it leads to addiction, financial loss, broken
trust, and derailed lives. Follow and give input to the HCR121 working group when it gets
started. 
(3) Crime and violence with unregistered ghost guns: HB392 is now law (Act 18) adding
mandatory sentences for felonies using ghost guns, but unregistered ghost gun parts which
are as lethal failed to pass but should be included with the same penalty.

SCAN QR CODE FOR LINKS!

Senator Sharon Moriwaki
(808)586-6740
senmoriwaki@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://linktr.ee/senmoriwaki

TO JOIN THE KUPUNA CAUCUS AND STAY CONNECTED WITH SENATOR MORIWAKI

FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND FOR CARING FOR OUR COMMUITY AND EACH OTHER!

(1)  HB701 funding for a caregiver tax credit for relatives caring for kupuna;

(2) SB881 creating a food security special fund to increase the funding for the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) to former level.
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CONTACT THE GOVERNOR ON BILLS YOU CARE ABOUT: (808)586-0034 
OR COMMENT AT: https://governor.hawaii.gov/comments-on-legislation/ 
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